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for Reed Quintet

Program Notes

Little is known and less talked about the plight of the Jews in the Spanish colonies of
the New World. Having expelled the Jewish community from Spain in 1492, one
hundred years after the pogroms of 1391, and from Portugal not much later, many of
the Jews that lived in the Iberian peninsula emigrated; some to Turkey, some to North
Africa, some to Italy or the Balkans. Some, however, chose to remain in Spain, Sefarad,
to stop practicing their faith in public, and despite being forced to convert to the
Catholic faith, being treated as second-class citizens, persecuted and scrutinized by the
vigilant eye of the Inquisition.

Luis Carvajal y de la Cueva was a descendant of Jews. Unbeknownst to the Spanish
Crown, he quickly rose through the ranks of the Spanish military, becoming a key
figure for the expeditions of the Spanish colonists in the New World. After several
successful ventures there and on the sea, he returns to Benavente, Zamora where he
recruits several families to settle his new governorship, the Nuevo Reino de León. He
got a special permission from the Crown, where the people he chose to accompany him
to the expedition would not be checked by the Inquisition to ensure their Christian
ancestry. Naturally, he takes his extended family with him.

This piece is, then, inspired on the story of the Carvajal family. Their living in hiding
in Benavente, to the return of Don Luis de Carvajal, their travel to the New World, the
illumination of Luis de Carvajal the Young (his nephew) and his attempt to return to
the faith of his fathers under the name of Joseph Lumbroso, their successes, their
practice, their faith, their devotion to God and the Law, and ultimately, their auto-de-
fé, where the Inquisition killed and burned the bodies of many of those believed to
practice Judaism in secret in 1596. Unrelated to any attempted injury to the Jewish
faith, or perhaps with that added purpose, this was done with another intention. The
sentence says (from old Spanish) “… so he’d be burnt, alive and in alive flames of fire
until he becomes ashes and of him there is and there will be no memory of him.”

The title is taken from a novelization of the history of the Carvajal family, Olvidarás
el Fuego (Gabriela Riveros, Lumen). It plays on two ideas, one with the image of the
Jewish faith, that those who descended from those who escaped that persecution will
eventually forget the fire, the fire of the Shabbat candles and the fire of the Temple, but
also that we would forget about the Carvajal family and their suffering, the fire that
burned their bodies and attempted to burn their memory. Lest we forget.

For the Performers

Olvidarás el Fuego was written for the Calefax Composers Competition 2022.

The piece has an approximate duration of 6’40”. No special equipment, electronics or
sound recordings are required.
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