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Duration: 9 minutes

The score is in C
INSTRUMENTATION

Oboe (= cor anglais)
Clarinet in B
Soprano saxophone
Bass clarinet in B>
Bassoon

PERFORMANCE NOTES

gt Slashed noteheads indicate breathy tones with pitch

Q;J Crossed noteheads indicate unpitched breath sounds

w m Fanned beams indicate a free accelerando or rallentando within the duration of
the group of notes

PROGRAMME NOTE

Uncanny Vale is about the traversal of a strange landscape of contrasting musical ideas, bookended by chaotic
descent and ascent passages. It is a pastoral piece of sorts, but instead of representing rolling meadows a la the
British ‘Cow Pat School', it explores nature as a dynamic, volatile and sometimes disturbing force.

The title is an adaptation of ‘Uncanny Valley', which is the name of a theory found in fields that involve
representations of the human form, such as robotics and animation. It refers to a sense of revulsion at a figure
that very closely resembles a human being, but not closely enough to be truly realistic. The technological origin of
the phrase is a contradiction of the pastoral theme, and this contradiction mirrors my interest in balancing musical

ideas that move either mechanically or freely.
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Calm, but with anticipation
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